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She Seoorable Hike Mansfield 
United States Senate 
Washington 95, Do C. 

Sear Senator Mansfield; 


In Mr. Dulles* absence trem t be country, % an taking the 
liberty of replying to year latter of 85 Augnat 1953* r e ga rding 
CIA relations with the Congress. The answers below are numbered 
in accordance with the numbers of the questions in your letter. 


l»a. CIA representatives hove geared on Agency business 
before the following Senate Conwittce* t 

Armed Services 

Ooremsent Operations (?enaaner:t Sdbccamdttee on 
Investigations ) 

Judiciary 

(Immigration Sdbocessitfcee) 

(Internal Security dEbcosmittce) 

Agency representatives have appeared before .the following House 
CsMdttees: 

Armed Services 
Foreign Affairs 
government Operations 
Un-American Activities 

Agency representatives also have appeared before the Joint Committee 

liaison is maintained with the Joint Committee 

cm Printing. 

Concerning regular surveys of CIA's activities by Congress inaal 
Committees, It should be noted that special subcommittees of the 
ieaea and Senate Appropriations Coanlttees receive a detailed 
briefing cm the various aspects of CIA wort In the course of the 
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>»ail review of CIA’s budget recrements* The Aimed Services 
Ceem&ttces also reesive briefings on CIA, particularly in ommec- 
tiCHQ with CIA legislation. la addition, is connection with atonic 
energy, the Joist Committee is regularly advised of CIA’s ectivitleo 
in this field. 

CIA legislation Is handled by the Aimed Services Comaittees 
Is both Bosses* 

The CIA appropriation figure is very tightly held end is knows 
to no it acre than five or els washers is each Bouse. 

l.b. The only Ccmittee Which receives intelligence reports 
free CIA on a regular basis is the Joist Ccndttae os Atoaic 
Basrgjr. The Agency also aakes certain informtion available to 
the Emigration Subcommittee* of the Judiciary Ccswittees of both 
Bouses, and has also been of seas assistance to the Internal 
Security Subeoaaittec of the Senate Ccsmlttee on the Judiciary. 


CIA intelligence reports are sot sade available aerely to 
support the position of another Saseutive agency, is fact there 
would probably be assy instances in which CIA could give intelli- 
gence reports to sextain other Conalttees if requested. 

2* It is our opinion that, tram our point of view, the 
present tide with Congress are adequate. As far as we are able 
to determine, these ties are stronger than thorns which exist 
between any other nation's intelligence service and its legislative 
body* 


In view of the fact that a decision to establish a Joint 
Congressional Conalttee on Central Intelligence involves many 
footers, sons of Which are sot within the knowledge of CIA, it 
would not appear appropriate tear CIA to axprsss an opinion cm the 
eatSbi 1. of each a group. 

3* At about the earn tine as the Soever Comission Sub- 
cosmiitee was asking its study of intelligence is 19fc§, a special 
group appointed by the President, consisting of Mr* Allen Dulles, 

Nr* William 8. Jackson, and Hr. Matthias f . Correa, was requested 
to sake a detailed survey of CIA* At the time of the survey, 
these sen wore all in private life* Many of their recommendations , 
as well as those of the Boover Comlsstos, were carried into effect 
were largely implsneAted u po n the advent of g ener a l Smith as 
Director in October 1950 and Hr. Jackson as Deputy Director. This 
Implementation has bean carried forward by Mr* Dullee, who succeeded 
Hr* Jackson aa Deputy Director, and subsequently succeeded General 
Smith as Director. While it is safe to say that no intelligence 
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organisation is ever coapletely satisfied with the quality of 
its end product, nevertheless, ve feel, and have teen informed 
by impartial observers, that the organization and the product 
have been continuously sod vigorously improved. 


I k now that Mr* Dulles would be happy to discuss this entire 
problem with you in greater detail at your convenience upon his 
return* 


Sincerely, 

: mniQ 

C. V. CABELL 

lieutenant General, USAF 
Acting Director 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 


August 25, 1953. 



Hon. Allen W. Dulles, 

Director of Central Intelligence, 
2430 E Street , 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles: 
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As you know, I have introduced a bill to establish a Joint Congressional 
Committee, along the lines of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, 
for the CIA. I would appreciate receiving an answer from you on the 
questions listed below: 


1. Jl/hat is the present relationship between Congress and 
CIA? 


at^Before what Committees, other than Appropriations, 
have CIA representatives appeared on agency business? 
Is there any regular survey of CIA's activities by any 
committee? t-What is CIA's procedure for getting 
desired legislation? lHow many members of Congress 
know CIA's annual appropriation? 


b .\^n what instances do members of Congress receive 
intelligence reports from CIA? it only when some 
other Executive Agency recommends it to support 
their position? 

2. ‘"Does the Central Intelligence Agency feel that the present 

ties with Congress are adequate? *-What is its opinion 
of a Joint Committee on Central Intelligence similar 
to the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy? 

3. u What action was taken on the Hoover Commission recommenda- 

tion that "vigorous efforts be made to improve the internal 
structure of the CIA and the quality of its product. "? 


Must close now but hoping to hear from you soon, and with best personal 
wishes, I am 
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